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On Jan. 2, President Carlos Saul Menem announced that Interior Minister Carlos Ruckauf will be
the vice presidential candidate when Menem runs for re-election in May. During 1994, Menem
successfully engineered the passage of a constitutional amendment permitting him to run for a
consecutive second term. The ruling Partido Justicialista- Peronista confirmed Menem's candidacy
without a primary election, since he was unopposed within the party, and stipulated that Menem
was free to choose his running mate. The 50-year-old Ruckauf describes himself as a "life-long
Peronist," who served as labor minister in 1975-76 during the administration of Maria Estela
Martinez de Peron, widow of Argentina's legendary political figure, Juan Domingo Peron. Martinez
de Peron was overthrown by the military in 1976.
During the following seven years of military rule, Ruckauf was banned from participating in politics,
until the country's return to democracy in 1983. He was appointed minister of the interior by Menem
in 1993. After being asked to run with Menem, the new vice- presidential candidate expressed
his confidence in a victory for the Menem-Ruckauf ticket in May. "If you like soccer you want to
see Maradona play, and if you want to be governed well, you vote for Carlos Menem," he said.
In the May election, Menem will face Horacio Massaccesi of the opposition Union Civica Radical
(UCR), who was chosen as presidential candidate during the party's primary election on Nov. 27.
Massaccesi, governor of the Patgonian province of Rio Negro, won the party's nomination over rival
Federico Storani, a national congressional deputy.
Menem is favored to win re-election, possibly on the first round, barring the formation of a coalition
between the UCR and the leftist Frente Grande. However, both Massaccesi and his chief backer
within the UCR, Cordoba governor Eduardo Angeloz, are strongly opposed to any alliance with the
left. Storani, on the other hand, had proposed a united effort with the Frente Grande to stop Menem.
Therefore, some analysts contend that the choice of Massaccesi to head the UCR ticket may have
strengthened Menem's chances. The UCR has been plagued by internal divisions since December
1993 when party leader and former president Raul Alfonsin (1983-1989) signed a pact with Menem
pledging UCR support for the constitutional amendment that allowed Menem's re-election bid. Also
challenging Menem in the May election will be film director Fernando "Pino" Solanas, one of the
founders of the Frente Grande.
The Frente Grande, formed in 1992 by dissident Peronists who were disenchanted with Menem,
along with socialists, Christian democrats, and communists, now rivals the UCR as the major
opposition force in Argentina. However, the Frente Grande also has internal problems. Solanas has
accused his chief rival within the Frente, co- founder Carlos "Chacho" Alvarez, of not being critical
enough of Menem's neoliberal policies. "We don't want to form an anti-Menem front that will
end up making the same policies, just without Menem and without [Economic Minister] Domingo
Cavallo," said Solanas. In November 1994, the internal dispute within the Frente Grande led to the
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creation of the Corriente Grande faction, which is backing Solanas's candidacy. It remains to be seen
whether the opposition within the Frente will put aside its differences to support Solanas. (Sources:
Inter Press Service, 11/28/94; Agence France-Presse, 11/26/94, 11/27/94, 12/26/94, 12/28/94, 01/02/95;
Reuter, 11/28/94, 01/02/95; United Press International, Spanish news service EFE, Knight- Ridder,
01/02/95)
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